SEPTEMBER 2012

CALLING ALL CHARACTERS TO VENTURA
Join DG Tony and his “cast of characters “ at
a fun-filled event on Friday, October 26,
2012 for a Friday Family Fun Night with a
contest for the best, funniest and group character costume contest.
Hosted by the Ventura Downtown Lions
Club, this District Cabinet Meeting promises
to be more than just informational and hold
many great training session, but to also be a great deal of fun!
Get your reservations in now by either sending in the registration form included in this newsletter, checking it out on our
website (www.lions4a3.org), or contacting 1st VDG Margaret
Dunlevy. You won’t want to miss out on the fun and training
of this Cabinet Meeting to be held Oct. 26-27, 2012.
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Lion Denise Daniels
1199 Pino Solo
Santa Maria, CA 93455
ddaniels51@yahoo.com
(805) 421-6907

DISTRICT GOVERNOR TONY SAYS….
Fellow Lions,

sition, and welcome him to our Cabinet.

It has been a very busy three months since I
left for Busan, Korea to my last visitation in
September.

International President Wayne Madden's project to reduce illiteracy is another great way to
improve our impact in our own communities as
well as receive positive recognition of our Lions'
organization. We can be Mentors to school
children, teachers for adults seeking to improve
their literacy skills, and ambassadors of good
will through the Peace Poster program and our
Student Speaker Contest. Ask the school libraries or Special Ed teachers if they need help
with books or other educational supplies.

Korea was quite an experience - District Governor training classes were intense and stressful, but attending the International Convention was great experience. The plenary sessions were simply fantastic, and meeting so
many fellow Governors from around the
world was an exhilarating experience. Afterwards, it was nice to spend a few vacation weeks touring the Philippines
before returning home, and it also
made me more appreciative of the
wonderful life we have in the U.S.
At home, I am so grateful for the
wonderful warm welcome I received
from the clubs I visited in August
and September. It is indeed a pleasure to share the news from around
our Lions World with our local Lions. We are
so busy around the world improving the lives
of millions of people, helping them survive
after natural disasters, saving their eye sight
through screenings and dispensing recycled
eyeglasses, restoring eyesight through surgeries, and planting 13.5 million trees to improve our world's environment. Our local Lions also are working so very hard for the betterment of our own communities. I hope all
the clubs in our district share their stories of
their Community Services Projects at our next
District Meeting. I have asked all the Zone
Chairs to report on one successful club project
for each of the clubs in their Zone, and perhaps it would lead to other clubs copying
some of those successful projects in their own
communities.
Regretfully, Lion Bill Redding had to resign
from his Zone 5 Chair position due to a health
problem. I wish Lion Bill good health and
thank him for being part of our Cabinet. I
sincerely appreciate and thank Lion Donn
Zellet from the Goleta Lions Club for volunteering to take on the Zone 5 Chairperson po-

We need to increase our district membership. Our district is down 13 members from our high of 1279 members on
June 2011 (PDG Mike Brown) and our
DG Team would like to see our district
surpass that number by June 2013. I
am asking each club to increase by at
least one new member by December
31st, and a Big Thanks! to those clubs
who have already added one or more
new members. Lions International teaches us
that our society is changing, and that we must
understand those changes and learn to change
with them in order to bring in new community
minded members. Our District Team has the
tools and is ready to help.
Finally, VDG Margaret and the Ventura Downtown Lions are working very hard to put on a
great District Meeting on October 26th and invite everyone to come and enjoy the good fun
on Friday evening and the Saturday sessions.
We are planning a "character" Family Friday
Night with a great dinner and party with prizes
for the best character costume. Don't forget to
bring your pull tabs for the contest, and bring
your recycling eyeglasses for collection. Please
email me so I can plan to bring them back with
me to take to our Avenal Project.
Until we meet again in Ventura, I wish you
good health and great success.
Taz aka DG Tony :-)

FIRST VDG MARGARET SAYS….
Greetings 4-A3
Lions!
We have all been on a
fast-track for visiting
clubs and being part
of Lions activities.
Our Taz, DG Tony, has led the way for visits in
Regions L, I, O and N. It is exciting to see what
activities clubs are involved with and to hear
how their service projects are progressing. I
have also attended some club meetings other
than formal visits and region and zone meetings. I am looking forward to visiting more
clubs, zone and region meetings.
I am very actively involved with preparing for
the 2nd District meeting on October 26th and
27th. Ventura Downtown Lions are hosting the
event and looking forward to having you all join
us in Ventura. PLEASE plan to attend and be
part of a fun-filled family reunion on Friday
evening. You are invited to appear as your favorite character and that alone should make this
an exciting event. We will also have time for
clubs to share ideas and activities.
Lions have so much to offer to their communities that it is really exciting to work with clubs
that are redesigning themselves and seeking to
evaluate the needs of their communities.
Through this process the Lions will be vital
parts of the lives of the people in their areas. A
community needs assessment is an important
part of moving ahead. Select an area that your
club is interested in helping and see what the
people in that area truly need. Then, the club

will be relevant to needs of the community.
Sight and hearing assistance are important
in any community. Some of our clubs are
already part of very successful sight and
hearing activities. In those cases, we need
to look around for other ways to help our
communities.
So, thank you for all you do as Lions!
Let’s all work together to extend, perfect,
and enjoy what we do as Lions!
Lion Margaret Dunlevy
1st VDG

Zone 6 Meeting Notice
Zone 6 meeting (first of 3) - should not take
more then one hour, to discuss: • membership
- how could the district get involved to help
the membership drive (bring your wish list and
plans) • speech contest plans • your most exciting project planned for this year • any project that you would need assistance from the
district. • anything else you want to discuss
Please invite anyone that would like to come
from your club. Next meeting will be on January 26, 2013 in Ventura on Santa Clara at the
Methodist Church and it will be a joint meeting
with Region O.
Contact Lion Richard @
lions1923us@yahoo.com
When

Jan. 26, 2013
5pm – 6pm

Where

1338 E. Santa Clara
Ventura, CA

MESSAGE FROM CABINET SECRETARY
I am humbled and excited to be part of District Governor Tony’s team and look forward to working
with all of you during this year. District Governor Tony’s theme “We Are the Gems in Our Community” is so true for the communities in which we serve and for individuals whose lives we touch
and make a difference.
Stop and think of the impact that we as Lions have on children, young adults, senior citizens and the
community at-large. We accomplish this very time we volunteer our time by participating in community projects which we know are going to meet someone’s humanitarian needs. Just look at the
impact that Lions have made in children through vision screening. Many children are successful in
their education due to the early detection of a vision deficiency.
A District Governor is only as successful as his team. The DG relies on many key support team members. When his team excels, so will the District Governor. Likewise, a club experiences success
when the president has the support of not only the club officers but the members as well.
Technology has created many changes within the Lions Clubs International organization. Among
the many changes is the wealth of informational resources that are available to everyone such as a
variety of manuals, e-clubs, electronic filing of reports, etc. Information is continuously updated.
Give it a try!
DG Tony’s Cabinet Team is also a valuable resource that is available to all of you. As Cabinet Secretary, I am here to be of assistance and support. Please keep in mind that I am still working fulltime
and may not be able to answer your phone call or e-mail right away. Don’t hesitate to ask for assistance. We all want to see you succeed and be a “Number 1 Club”.
We look forward to seeing all of you at the next District Meeting in Ventura on October 26-27, 2012.
It is a great opportunity for members to have fun, gain information, and meet other fellow members.
Don’t forget to file your monthly activity reports and membership reports.
Thank you for all you do!
Lion Juanita Nichols
Cabinet Secretary
Greetings 4-A3 Lions,
We are signed up for helping on the Rose Parade float for LCI on 12-2912. Also, Leos have two other weekends that they can help. Friday, 12-28
is an all Leos day. However, Leos can help at other times, so it would
be great if they went with our district, if that is possible, on
12-29, Saturday. The age to work on the float is 12 and older.
Take care!
Lion Margaret
1st VDG

“Mural in a Day” project in Lompoc
features service clubs in the local area
and the work they do. VV Lion PDG Bill
Cady is pictured with blind golfers, and
the work Lions do in sight. This project
was brought about with the efforts of the
Santa Barbara Foundation and many local artists, as well as volunteers from each
service club represented.

OUT AND ABOUT IN DISTRISCT 44-A3
San Miguel Lions Events
A great turn out at the Old Timers BBQ
on August 26. Thanks to Lion Gill from
the Santa Margarita Lions!
STAY TUNED:
2 Fall Fish Frys in October/November
Jr. Pheasant Hunt at Miller Ranch in
Parkfield coming in November.

TO: Gov. Tony Manuel, Cabinet
members, District 4-A3 Lions and
visiting Guests:
It is our “Thanks” back to all of you to be
honored to have had the first Cabinet
Meeting in San Miguel for District 4-A3,
starting our new Lion year.
We are happy to announce we had 100
Lions and guests for lunch and 68 for Saturday night dinner.
To all of you, continue to have a great
Lion year. Give it your all!! We all stand
together and believe in one thing—

WE SERVE
We are proud!
San Miguel Lions

Santa Maria Sunrisers Lion bar-b-que hot
dogs & hamburgers for the group.

Lions enjoy the surroundings and company of other lions.

DG Tony &
Lady Jane
VV Lion ladies Becky, Kim, Kathy, Lorraine

S.M. Sunriser ladies prepare lunch.

A fun time of fellowship with friends & family.

Lion ladies Denise, Evelyn, Kathy & Carol.

IPDG Dick & PDG Tony challenge
PDG Bill & Lion Kathy to a round of horseshoes.

NIPOMO LIONS INSTALL NEW OFFICERS 2012-2013
Lynn McGill was installed as President of the Nipomo Lions Club July 19, 2012.
Lynn and her husband Bob live in Blacklake Village Resort. Lynn is a retired Telecommunications Executive.
Other officers installed: Jim Wiggins, 1st Vice President; Secretary, Barbara Kvek;
Treasurer, Gerry Brine; George Zaiser, Lion Tamer; Roger Lindley, Tail Twister; Sandy
Vaughan, Membership Chair; Diane Jankowski, Mike Eisner, and Leona Anderson as
Directors; Bill Morrow, Immediate Past President.
Mike Eisner was named Lion of the Year.
District Governor Tony Manuel was Installing Officer. Bob McGill was Emcee for the
evening.

Left to right: Sandy Vaughan, Membership Chair: Diane Jankowski, Director; Mike Eisner, /Director; Leona
Anderson, Director; Gerry Brine,
Treasurer; Lynn McGill, President;
Tony Manual, District Governor
(Installing Officer); Jim Wiggins, Vice
President and Bill Morrow,
Immediate Past President

CARPINTERIA LIONS WIN SWEEPSTAKES
Carpinteria was the President’s Scrapbook Sweepstakes winner for our District, and
they submitted their book to MD4 for the state judging competition. There were 11 or
12 entries, and Carpinteria and IP Mike Dawson have won more bragging rights: they
won the MD4 Scrapbook Contest! Their book will be on display at the October
District Meeting in Ventura.
Congratulations, Carpinteria Lions Club!

PULL TAB CONTEST RESULTS
1ST CABINET MEETING
WEIGH-IN
Results of the first weighing in of aluminum pull tabs for Ronald McDonald House are
as follows:
Clubs Participating: 10
Total pounds collected: 52.75
Winning Club: Templeton
Thank you the Templeton Lions Club for generously donating their $50 winnings back to the Ronald
McDonald house.
By next District Meeting in Ventura, I hope to see at least double the number of clubs participating.
It is such a worthy project and so simple. For fun I am setting our goal at the combined weight of our
Governor and 1st and 2nd Vices- 521 pounds.
If L5 can collect 1,000,000 tabs each year, that's close to 600 pounds, then A3 ought to be able to
eventually do the same.
Thank you all for your participation,
Lion Barbara Penney

In Loving Memory
Larry Werner Lompoc Host

Mary Squellati, Site Coordinator for The
Nipomo Family Resource Center and Lynn McGill,
President of the Nipomo Lions

Nipomo Lions donates $1,000 to Nipomo Youth Coalition
The Nipomo Lions Club donated $1,000 to the Nipomo Youth Coalition which benefits various youth programs and needy children and families in the Nipomo community. In Nipomo there is a resource center based at Dana School which is open to all
persons in need whether affiliated with the school or not. The youth coalition is a program whereby youth of all levels meet with representatives to express their particular
needs.
The Youth Coalition promotes a healthy community for the kids and their families
through increased opportunities for education, recreation, and community involvement. For more information please contact Mary Squellati, Site Coordinator at
805.473.5560.

PISMO BEACH CITIES LIONS PRESENT SCHOLARSHIPS
Pismo Beach Cities Lions Club presented four $500 scholarships to Arroyo Grande High School students on July 24,
2012. This marked the first Dave Zardeneta Scholarship presented by Donna Zardeneta Pineo to student Jessica Hix.
Lion Dave Zardeneta was a 56 year member of the Lions and 35 year member of the P.B.C.L.C. and is additionally remembered with the newly built mobile bar-b-que unit (also available for loan to other Lions Clubs or other non-profits-call us!). The mobile bar-b-que was decorated with Lions Club plaques and put into use at our Labor Day weekend tri tip
sandwich bar-b-que.
P.B.C.L.C. was delighted with the surprise visit from 2nd Vice District Governor Joseph Hohenwarter at the dinner
meeting on August 28. Members enjoyed getting to know him and learn of his experiences with the Lions Club, as well as
sharing our current and prospective activities and events.
September marks the end of Lions Bob and Jan English time in Pismo Beach, and their return to their "other" home in
Henderson, Nevada. The P.B.C.L.C. is blessed with these dedicated members for part of the year when they bring their
skills and knowledge to help in our events. We look forward to their return next year.
Lion Dave Dahmen's son Kyle, a volunteer in the Lions' fundraising events, has safely returned from his journey's
abroad, and we look forward to hearing about his experiences at a future meeting.
Led by club manager Lion George Halterman, and assisted by his wife Maggie, the members have been cleaning, reorganizing and re-decorating. Members are especially pleased with the artistic display of historic plaques and awards
George has done, many of which had not been properly displayed for decades. Maggie, who leads us in the kitchen for
the pancake breakfast fundraisers, has brought a better working organization to the kitchen and cupboard area.
Lion Kim Mistretta and President Clint Weirick have been working on the organization of the file cabinets and old records. We hope to have a historical display for Charter Night which will be held on October 23, and to which all clubs are
invited to attend and help us celebrate.
Lion Kim Mistretta's wife, Susan, has recruited student volunteers from the Arroyo Grande High School who assisted us
at the tri tip bar-b-que and pancake breakfast events on Labor Day weekend. Members had an opportunity to speak oneon-one with the students and let them know about the Lions Club International as well as our local activities. Arroyo
Grande High School students do community service as a graduation requirement, so this was a win-win opportunity for
us and the students. Susan will be organizing them to assist us at future events, which include more pancake breakfasts
scheduled for October 20th (Clam Festival weekend) and November 10th (Veterans Day weekend).

LCI report:
Planted over 13.5 M trees
24% of Lions are women
16% of Lions are under the
Family Membership program
1220 Leos joined Lions Clubs
last year
MD4 has 21 new clubs

IPDG Dick appointed to
new MD-4 Committee
IPDG Dick Kane has been appointed Chairperson for a new
MD4 committee, “MD4 Hearing
Preservation, Awareness, and
Action Committee”.

2012/2013 OFFICIAL CLUB VISITATIONS
District 4-A3
District Governor Tony Manuel
(Revised 8/30/2012)

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37

08/16/12
08/17/12
08/17/12
08/21/12
08/23/12
08/27/12
08/28/12
08/28/12
08/29/12
09/04/12
09/05/12
09/25/12
09/26/12
09/27/12
10/01/12
10/02/12
10/03/12
10/04/12
10/08/12
10/09/12
10/10/12
10/17/12
10/17/12
10/18/12
10/23/12
10/24/12
10/25/12
10/25/12
11/01/12
11/01/12
11/07/12
11/08/12
11/13/12
11/13/12
11/15/12
11/27/12
12/06/12

Club
Ventura Downtown
Ventura Breakfast
Oxnard Noontimers
Oxnard Channel Islands
Santa Paula
Santa Margarita
Santa Maria Valley
Cambria
Santa Maria Noontimers
Goleta
Meiners Oaks
Camarillo Somis Pleasant Valley
Atascadero
Morro Bay
Fillmore
San Luis Obispo
Arroyo Grande
Carpinteria
Ambers Light
Cayucos
Santa Ynez
Orcutt
Santa Maria Sunrisers
Nipomo
Paso Robles
Ojai Valley
Vandenberg Village
El Rio
Santa Barbara Host
Templeton
Saticoy
Shandon Valley
Simi Valley/Moorpark
El Rio Educators
Lompoc Host
Pismo Beach
San Miguel

B = Breakfast

L = Lunch

Meal

Date

Meeting
Time

Meeting
Day

L
B
L
D
D
D
L
D
L
L
D
D
D
D
D
D
D
D
D
D
D
D
B
D
D
D
L
D
L
D
D
D
S
D
D
D
D

12:00 noon
7:30 AM
12:00 noon
7:00 PM
6:30 PM
7:30 PM
11:45 AM
7:00 PM
12:00 noon
12:00 noon
7:00 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM
6:00 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM
6:30 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 AM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM
6:30 PM
12:00 noon
7:00 PM
12:00 noon
7:00 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM
3:30 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM

Thursday
Friday
Friday
Tuesday
Thursday
Monday
Tuesday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Thursday
Thursday
Thursday
Wednesday
Thursday
Tuesday
Tuesday
Thursday
Tuesday
Thursday

D = Dinner

S = Snack

Changed

Changed

Changed

Changed

PID Dana Biggs

IPDG Dick receives a Canine
Companion Fellowship

The “Green Coat Brigade” awards IPDG Dick his
new green coat!

DG Tony “roars” to the crowd!

Oh no, TAZ times

Tony’s Minions strike again!

San Miguel Lions serve lunch to this hungry bunch.

Visiting VDG Steve
Picchi (4-C4) and
VDG Margaret

2nd VDG Joe H., VDG Margaret, IPDG Dick, Lady Jane and DG Tony

VDG Margaret
gives a “roar”
of greeting to
the crowd.

PID Dana
makes a
point during
her speech.

Lions line up to
submit their “pull
tabs” for the Ronald
McDonald house.

Orcutt Lions
Denise & Sheri
enjoy tending
bar on Saturday
night.

Uh Oh, the Minions have arrived!

VDG Margaret offers PDG Bill a cookie from PID
Dana’s “Magic Cookie jar”. Lion Sheri isn’t too
sure about this.

IPDG Dick Kane receives his “Green Jacket”.

PID Dana looks on as VDG Margaret offers Lion
Treasurer Jack a cookie from the Magic cookie jar.

FRIDAY
NIGHT
AT THE
WOLF RANCH
SAN MIGUEL

A GREAT
TIME WITH
D.G. TONY
AND THE
SAN MIGUEL
LIONS!!

SUNDAY MORNING
BREAKFAST
AT THE WOLF RANCH
THANK YOU
SAN MIGUEL LIONS

District 4-A3
Second District Meeting

Calling All Characters!!!
October 26 – 27, 2012
Ventura, California
Overview:

Weekend Schedule:
Friday Night, October 26, 2012, Lions Family Reunion!!! 6:30 p.m. (social); 7:00 p.m. dinner;
come dressed as your favorite character.
Hospitality and Dinner at Poinsettia Pavilion, 3451 Foothill Rd., Ventura, CA 93003
Costume Party and Contest: Best Male, Best Female, Best Couple, Best Group
DIRECTIONS TO: From the North, take 101 South to 126 East. Exit at Victoria and turn left. Go up Victoria to Foothill Rd.
and turn left. Go to 3451 Foothill; the Poinsettia Pavilion will be on your right. You can park below, but there are steps.
You can park on the same level (pending availability) and enter from the back.
From the South, take the Victoria off-ramp and go to Foothill Rd., turn left and go to 3451 Foothill (Poli will turn into Foothill). The Poinsettia Pavilion will be on your left. You can park below, but there are steps. You can park on the same level
(pending availability) and enter from the back.
From there, after the dinner, to reach the Best Western Plus Inn, Ventura, turn right out of the Poinsettia Pavilion onto
Foothill which will become Poli. Take Poli to California St., turn left and go to Thompson; turn left and the motel will be
on the right in the next block.

Saturday, October 27, 2012
District Meeting at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church Parish Hall, 3290 Loma Vista Rd., Ventura, CA
93003
Registration starts at 8:00 am
9:00 a.m. - Call to Order – Second Cabinet Meeting
12:00 Noon –Lunch – Pizza by Me & Ed’s, delivered; salad, dessert, soft drinks and water (one
each included; extra available at $1.00 each soda and $.50 water)
DIRECTIONS TO St. Paul’s from the North: Take Seaward Exit, turn left and go to Main St.; turn right onto
Main St. and turn left onto Loma Vista. Go to 3290; the church is on the right. The parking lot is just before
the church.
From the South: Take the Main St. exit and stay to the right and head up Mills Rd.; go to Loma Vista and
turn left. Go to 3290 Loma Vista and turn left into the parking lot.

PLEASE, if you can, park as far back in the lot as possible. That will allow
those who cannot walk as far to be closer to the building.

District 4-A3
Second District Meeting
District 4-A3

Calling All Characters!!!

Second District Meeting
October 26 – 27, 2012

Calling All Characters!!!
Ventura, California

Lion __________________________ Lion/Guest:____________________
Street Address ________________________________________________
City ________________________________________ Zip
e-mail(s) ____________________________ Phone:____________________
Friday Evening: Calling all Characters! Dress in the Costume of your favorite Character.
Hospitality: 6:30 p.m. Dinner: 7:00 p.m. – tri-tip or steak and chicken and more; entertainment
BBQ by Ventura Downtown Lions; non-alcoholic beverages included with dinner; dessert, even.
Please have your reservation in by 10-22-12. There will only be a limited number of meals
available at the door. Dinner at the door will be $30 each with only a limited number available.
Continental Breakfast at St. Paul’s Episcopal Parish Hall – No cost, just be sure to sign up!!
Lunch at St. Paul’s – Pizza, salad, veggies, and dessert; non-alcoholic beverages included
At the door – lunch will be $20.00 each

Meal
Dinner
Continental Breakfast
Lunch
Total

# of tickets

Price each

Subtotal

$25.00

$

No charge

No cost

$15.00

$
$

Please make checks out to Ventura Downtown Lions and mail with registration to: Lion PP
Joellen Flannigan at 10144 Tulare Street, Ventura, CA 93004; or, e-mail your registration to treasurer@venturalions.org (Lion PP Joellen) and mail the check to Lion PP Joellen.
Lodging: Best Western Plus Inn at 708 E. Thompson Blvd., Ventura 93001; call 6483101 for reservations – District 4-A3 Lions (Margaret Dunlevy) are your references and
the rate is still being negotiated, but $110 -120 should be the range. If you have AAA, there is already a rate of $116. 20 rooms are blocked; we need 10 to have a group rate, so call in ASAP –
deadline is currently 10-10-12 for the rooms to be released.

